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The walls today stand between the people of
Cuba and freedom and were built by Castro.
Those walls must come down. America must
tear them down. If the United States has to
stand alone against Cuba’s violent dictator-
ship, then so be it.
f
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce a resolution expressing the sense of
Congress that all prejudice against Asian and
Pacific Islander-Americans in the United
States should be condemned, and that Con-
gress should support the political and civic
participation of these Americans through the
United States.

I am introducing the resolution at this time
when Congress is conducting investigations
into possible campaign fundraising violations
during the 1996 campaigns. No one disagrees
that investigations into legitimate campaign
fundraising problems should be conducted or
that any individual or party that may have par-
ticipated in illegal activities should be pros-
ecuted regardless of ethnicity. However, I’m
concerned that the tone set by the congres-
sional investigations into possible campaign fi-
nance violations may increase biased treat-
ment of Asian and Pacific Islander-Americans.

Media coverage of the figures being ques-
tioned, who are of Asian descent, and of al-
leged contributions by Asian nations has cre-
ated a perception that Asian and Pacific Is-
lander-Americans as a group should be
blamed for the problems of campaign fundrais-
ing arising from prohibited from owning prop-
erty. Under the Alien Land Act passed in Cali-
fornia, aliens ineligible to citizenship were pre-
vented from owning land. Other States fol-
lowed suit and enacted similar laws.

Perhaps the most egregious civil rights vio-
lation against Asian or Pacific Islander-Ameri-
cans was the internment of over 120,000 peo-
ple of Japanese descent during World War II.
Two-thirds of them were American citizens.
They were denied their constitutional rights,
forced from their homes, incarcerated in in-
ternment camps, surrounded by barbed wire,
and placed under surveillance of armed
guards. Their allegiance to the United States
was questioned only because they were of
Japanese descent. Not until 1988, when
former Representative Norm Mineta intro-
duced legislation to right this historic injustice,
was an apology made by the U.S. Govern-
ment to those interned during the Second
World War.

Although anti-immigrant laws were later re-
pealed, those interned received a formal apol-
ogy, and significant gains have been made by
the Asian and Pacific Islander community in
the United States, there is still much work to
be done to fight discrimination against these
citizens.

Asian and Pacific Islander-Americans con-
tinue to face racially motivated bigotry and vio-
lence, just as they did when their ancestors
arrived in this country over 150 years ago.

The 1992 report: Civil Rights Issues Facing
Asian Americans in the 1990’s by U.S. Com-
mission on Civil Rights recounts numerous in-
cidents of bigotry and violence over the last
two decades. The National Asian Pacific
American Legal Consortium’s 1996 Audit of
Violence Against Asian the 1996 elections.
Reporters contacted donors of Asian descent
simply because they were Asian when the
story of possible contributions from Asian na-
tions broke. The media has also used offen-
sive racial stereotypes to depict the fundrais-
ing violation problem. For instance, the March
24, 1997, cover of the National Review de-
picted the President, Vice President, and the
First Lady in Asian dress and stereotypically
racist physical features.

I am also disturbed by stories of congres-
sional activities possibly driven by racial
stereotypes. For instance, by colleague, Rep-
resentative MORAN, described on the floor last
week the story of a constituent who received
a subpoena for the telephone records of his
wife from the House Committee on Govern-
ment Reform and Oversight just because she
has a Chinese surname.

The United States has a long, sordid history
of discrimination against Asian and Pacific Is-
lander-Americans. The Chinese Exclusion Act
of 1882 limited the number of Chinese immi-
grants admitted into the United States. It was
the first and only immigration law in American
history that targeted a specific nationality and
was passed due to growing anti-Chinese sen-
timent created by white laborers competing for
jobs. It wasn’t repealed until 1943.

The Gentlemen’s Agreement of 1908 pro-
hibited Japanese immigration, and the Na-
tional Origins Quota System limited the num-
ber of immigrants from Asian nations.

At the beginning of our Nation, the Found-
ers limited the eligibility for citizenship to free
white persons only. In the early 1900’s, laws
restricting citizenship led to Asian immigrants
being Pacific Americans found an increase of
17 percent of anti-Asian incidents reported for
1996 from the previous year. This is particu-
larly disturbing since violent crimes on the
whole for 1996 decreased by 7 percent.

In recent months, we have seen incidents of
racially motivated violence and harassment to-
ward Asian and Pacific Islander-Americans to
discourage their political participation. Stu-
dents on a University of California campus
protesting the antiaffirmative initiative, propo-
sition 209, received chilling hate calls. Asian
or Pacific Islander-Americans running for politi-
cal offices in California, Ohio, and Washington
reported their campaign materials vandalized
with racial slurs.

Mr. Speaker, the resolution I am introducing
reaffirms the rights of the Pacific Islander-
American community and underscores the
need to protect and advance the civil and con-
stitutional rights of all Americans. I urge my
colleagues to do the same and support this
resolution.
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Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker,
I am proud to announce that today my col-

league, SUE KELLY, and I introduced an impor-
tant resolution which recognizes important
findings and makes recommendations on
ways to assist women-opened businesses ob-
tain more Federal procurement opportunities.

On September 25 of this year, we cochaired
an unprecedented bipartisan forum addressing
the vast growth of women-owned firms and
the contrasting poor rate of procurement to
these firms. This was a historic day for women
business owners, for it was the first time that
women business owners have ever convened
on Capitol Hill to share their stories with mem-
bers of the Congressional Caucus on Wom-
en’s Issues.

On that historic day, the problems contribut-
ing to the dismal Federal procurement rate of
1.8 percent to women-owned firms became
painfully clear. Despite the 5 percent Federal
procurement rate goal which Congress estab-
lished in 1994, the procurement rate remains
low because of the lack of access to the Fed-
eral contracting process, the bundling of con-
tracts frequently excluding small women-
owned businesses, the ineffective outreach to
women business owners, the poor and often
incomplete feedback which is provided to busi-
nesses when their bid is not accepted, and the
need for one certification for all women-owned
businesses.

The sense of Congress resolution we have
introduced today is the first step in our plan to
address these problems and ensure that there
is indeed a level and fair playing field for all
business owners. I am fully committed to en-
suring that this goal is met and that women-
owned businesses are given equal opportunity
to obtain a piece of the more than $200 billion
annual procurement pie. Women-owned busi-
nesses are growing at nearly twice the rate of
all other U.S. firms, employ 18.5 million peo-
ple, and produce $2.38 trillion in revenues to
the U.S. economy every year. We simply can-
not allow this discrepancy to continue.

There is a wealth of knowledge and skills
steeped within these women-owned busi-
nesses that we as an economic leader in the
global marketplace cannot afford to ignore.
Today, we take this first step to recognize the
contributions the more than 8 million women-
owned businesses are making to strengthen
our economy. In the coming months, I will
continue to recognize these achievements and
take concrete actions to ensure equality of op-
portunity in obtaining Federal contracts.
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Mr. BAKER. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing the Electronic Financial Services Effi-
ciency Act of 1997. This bill is designed to
provide a uniform nationwide framework to en-
courage the use and validity of electronic au-
thentication.

New forms of electronic communication are
being utilized as an alternative to paper-based
documentation and correspondence. Comput-
ers are now routinely used to initiate and exe-
cute a substantial and growing number of per-
sonal, business, and financial transactions. As
a result, the problem of authenticating the
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